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EMCORE Awarded Solar Panel Manufacturing Contract by JPL for Soil Moisture Active
Passive (SMAP) Mission

EMCORE Solar Panels Will Power SMAP Spacecraft and Instruments for 2014 NASA Mission

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M., May 15, 2012 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- EMCORE Corporation (Nasdaq:EMKR), a leading provider of
compound semiconductor-based components and subsystems for the fiber optic and solar power markets, announced today
that it has been awarded a solar panel manufacturing contract by NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) for its Soil Moisture
Active Passive (SMAP) mission targeted for launch in late 2014. Solar panels populated with EMCORE's most advanced ZTJ
triple-junction solar cells will power the SMAP spacecraft and instrument suite in near-polar, sun-synchronous orbit for the
duration of mission.

The SMAP mission will provide global measurements of soil moisture and its freeze/thaw state. These measurements will be
used to enhance understanding of processes that link the planet's water, energy and carbon cycles, and to extend the
capabilities of weather and climate prediction models. SMAP data will also be used to quantify net carbon flux in boreal
landscapes and to develop improved flood prediction and drought monitoring capabilities. For more information about the
SMAP mission, visit http://smap.jpl.nasa.gov/.

"We are honored to continue supporting these critical missions for NASA," said Christopher Larocca, Chief Operating Officer
for EMCORE. "EMCORE successfully delivered solar panels to JPL last year for the Mars Science Laboratory (MSL) mission
and have delivered, or are in the process of delivering, solar panels for several other NASA missions including the Lunar
Atmosphere and Dust Environment Explorer (LADEE), Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter (LRO), and the Magnetospheric Multi-
Scale (MMS) missions. We look forward to working with NASA and JPL once again on this program.”

EMCORE is the world's leading manufacturer of highly-efficient radiation-hard solar cells for space power applications. With a
beginning-of-life (BOL) conversion efficiency nearing 30% and the option for a patented, onboard monolithic bypass diode,
EMCORE's industry-leading multi-junction solar cells provide the highest available power to interplanetary spacecraft and earth
orbiting satellites. EMCORE's proven manufacturing capability, technology leadership, and high-reliability solar panels make us
the supplier of choice for demanding spacecraft power systems.

About EMCORE

EMCORE Corporation offers a broad portfolio of compound semiconductor-based products for the fiber optics and solar power
markets. EMCORE's Fiber Optics business segment provides optical components, subsystems and systems for high-speed
telecommunications, Cable Television (CATV) and Fiber-To-The-Premise (FTTP) networks, as well as products for satellite
communications, video transport and specialty photonics technologies for defense and homeland security

applications. EMCORE's Solar Photovoltaics business segment provides products for both space and terrestrial solar power
applications. For space applications, EMCORE offers high-efficiency multi-junction solar cells, Covered Interconnect Cells
(CICs) and complete satellite solar panels. For terrestrial applications, EMCORE offers a broad portfolio of Concentrator
Photovoltaic (CPV) multi-junction solar cells and components, as well as commercial rooftop solar concentrator systems. For
further information about EMCORE, visit http://www.emcore.com.

Forward—looking statements:

The information provided herein may include forward-looking statements within the meaning of Section 27A of the Securities
Act of 1933 and Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended. Such forward-looking statements include,
but are not limited to, any statement or implication that the contract described in this press release will be successfully
completed. Such forward-looking statements involve risks and uncertainties that, if realized, could materially impair the
Company's results of operations, business, and financial condition. These risks and uncertainties include, but are not limited to,
(a) the termination for convenience of the contract for the SMAP mission, which is permitted by the terms of that contract, and
(b) factors discussed in more detail under "Risk Factors" and "Management's Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition
and Results of Operations" in the company's SEC filings. Forward-looking statements contained in this press release are made
only as of the date hereof, and the company undertakes no obligation to update or revise the forward-looking statements,
whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise.
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